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Today, brand-new furnishings ranging from contemporary to
traditional are being paired with pieces reclaimed, refurbished
and repurposed. In West Michigan, “where” to find these
one-of-a-kind gems is just as much of a find.

// uch of what we do is
custom,” shared Carol
Dick, who with her hus-
band, Al, runs Petite
Redu in Grand Rapids. "Customers offen
bring us family heirlooms or pieces with
great sentimental value that may not fit their
décor, but they don't want to part with it.”

Reinferpreting what such freasures can be
is the couple's specialty, although they
relish reinventing found items of their own,
as well. One recent project from their
2,500-square-foot studio includes an old
bow-front buffet that was relieved of a top
drawer and refitted to house a DVD play-
er. Offering space above for a flarscreen
TV and plenty of storage in side doors and
lower shelving, the repurposed piece well-
serves o modern family’s lifestyle.

"Many furnishings we redo become multi-
purpose,” Carol noted. “The wonderful
thing about most old furniture is that it's
made of solid wood; we come across a
lot of different grades of mahogany, but
walnut and cherry, too. Even the frame in
a recent cabinet we refurbished was made
of solid oak — you just don't see that

often now in new
furniture.”

Having grown up
immersed through his

family's business in the

new furniture indusry,

Jason Talsma unleashes

his own inventiveness at
Second Chance Design,
which he shares with his
designer wife, Randilynn.
The couple has an undisput-
ed knack for making fumiture
and accessories fun again by
virtue  of insightful ~ refinishing,
reupholstering, repainting and
other savvy solutions.

"So many people like the

idea of finding an old piece

and fixing it up info something great,”
Jason said. "But after 50 or more years,
the condition of these pieces can be pretty
skefchy. Sometimes it's sfructural, some-
times cosmetic. That's where | come in."

Although much of her husband’s skills as
a craftsman are founded on his knowl

Early 1900’s Wing
Back Chair custom
reupholstered and
painted base by
Petite Redu.
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Top left: Mission style Patio set
made from reclaimed barn wood by
Fence Row Furniture. Top right: 80
years of different paints made way
for a blend of gorgeous color. The
top is stained to showcase the age
of the maple. Made by The Superior
Furniture Company in Cheboygan
Wisconsin. Restored by Second
Chance Design. Below: Funky blast
from the past of the 50s. This two
toned lounge chair has the original
vintage texture vinyl. Available at
Second Chance Design.
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edge of fumiture construction and design,
Randilynn nofed, his inherent resourceful-
ness along with their collaborative cre-
afivity leads to the evolution of dynamic
"punch” pieces fo supplement core fumish-
ings.

"Once he came back with an old fourshelf
floor piece in this awful '80s country blue,”
she illustrated. "He disappeared with it
for a while and came out looking like an
Oompa loompa, but the piece was just
gorgeous, layered in these vibrant hues.

It sold that afternoon to a couple who
wanted fo use it at the top of their stairs as

a bookshelf.”

Inspired by their own family’s multi-genera-
tion farming roots, Kluting brothers Joe and
Bob joined their father, Mike, in offering
barn restoration services as a side business
in 2005. The abundance of durable, char
acterinfused wood collected has since
resulted in hand-crafted fumiture ranging
from Mission, Coffage and Farmhouse
styles that include kitchen cabinetry, floor-
ing and outdoor collections at Fence Row
Furniture Co. in Marne.

"We opened the showroom last fall
because the demand for reclaimed barn
wood was growing so fast,” nofed Tammy
Kluting, Joe's wife, adding that the com-
pany does custom work as well. “Bright
cottage fabrics and upholstery on repur-
posed wood is becoming especially popu-
lar now.”

While the art of it all infuses fun info the
creation and offering of such fumiture
pieces, these artisans — members of the
Michigan Bamn Preservation Network —
find equal enjoyment in sharing their rich
heritage.

"Being able to turn what used to be burned
down info something people love to bring
home,” Tammy said, “just feels great.”

To learn more, visit: www.fencerowfurni
fure.com; www.pefiteredu.com and www.
secondchancedesign.nef.



